
Juror	  knows	  doctor	  we’re	  suing.	  
Does	  it	  automa5cally	  disqualify	  
her	  from	  si;ng	  as	  	  a	  juror?

	   I'm	  picking	  a	  jury	  in	  a	  medical	  malprac3ce	  case	  and	  now	  one	  of	  the	  
jurors,	  one	  of	  the	  poten3al	  jurors	  raised	  their	  hand	  and	  says	  that	  they	  
know	  the	  doctor	  that	  we	  are	  suing.	  Does	  that	  automa3cally	  disqualify	  
her	  from	  serving	  as	  a	  juror	  in	  this	  case?	  Do	  you	  want	  to	  know	  the	  an-‐
swer?	  Come	  join	  me	  for	  a	  moment	  as	  I	  share	  with	  you	  some	  terrific	  
informa3on.	  Hi,	  I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski,	  I'm	  a	  New	  York	  medical	  malprac-‐
3ce	  and	  personal	  injury	  aHorney	  prac3cing	  law	  here	  in	  the	  state	  of	  
New	  York.	  It	  does	  not	  automa3cally	  disqualify	  this	  juror,	  the	  mere	  
fact	  that	  she	  knows	  this	  doctor.	  Now	  I	  have	  to	  probe	  and	  ask	  certain	  
ques3ons.	  "Well,	  Mrs.	  Jones,	  how	  do	  you	  know	  this	  doctor?	  Are	  you	  a	  
pa3ent	  of	  his?	  Do	  you	  know	  the	  doctor	  socially?	  Does	  his	  kid	  play	  on	  
the	  same	  team	  as	  your	  kid?	  How	  is	  it	  that	  you	  actually	  know	  him?	  
Okay.	  Now	  that	  you	  know	  him,	  what	  has	  your	  experience	  been	  with	  
your	  interac3ons?	  Have	  you	  had	  good	  experiences?	  Have	  you	  had	  bad	  
experiences?	  Tell	  us	  about	  them."	  

	   Now	  I	  want	  to	  probe	  and	  iden3fy	  whether	  or	  not	  her	  experience	  may	  
be	  good	  or	  bad.	  If	  she	  was	  a	  pa3ent	  and	  she	  didn't	  like	  the	  way	  the	  
doctor	  treated	  her,	  now	  she	  might	  be	  ideal	  for	  my	  case.	  Why?	  Be-‐
cause	  now	  I	  have	  somebody	  on	  my	  side	  who	  also	  believes	  that	  this	  
doctor	  may	  not	  have	  done	  something	  appropriately	  and	  that's	  the	  
very	  beginning	  before	  we	  even	  start	  the	  trial.	  If	  that	  happened,	  the	  
defense	  aHorney	  is	  not	  going	  to	  like	  her	  and	  not	  going	  to	  want	  her	  to	  
sit	  as	  a	  juror	  and	  he's	  probably	  going	  to	  do	  everything	  he	  can	  to	  get	  
her	  excused	  from	  this	  jury.	  That's	  why	  during	  the	  course	  of	  jury	  selec-‐
3on	  we	  will	  ask	  these	  poten3al	  jurors,	  25	  or	  30	  people	  who	  are	  siVng	  
in	  a	  room	  where	  we	  are	  now	  ques3oning	  the	  first	  six	  and	  ask	  them,	  
"Hey,	  by	  the	  way,	  do	  you	  know	  any	  of	  the	  people	  who	  are	  being	  sued	  
here?"	  Because	  we	  want	  to	  iden3fy,	  if	  they	  do	  know,	  how	  do	  you	  
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know	  them?	  If	  you	  do	  know	  them,	  what's	  your	  rela3onship	  with	  them	  
and	  has	  your	  interac3on	  with	  them	  been	  good,	  bad,	  or	  indifferent?	  

	   Just	  because	  somebody	  knows	  one	  of	  the	  people	  being	  sued	  does	  not	  
automa3cally	  mean	  that	  they	  are	  going	  to	  be	  disqualified	  from	  this	  
case	  however	  aXer	  probing	  further,	  further	  informa3on	  may	  come	  
out	  that	  clearly	  shows	  that	  this	  person	  has	  a	  bias	  or	  may	  be	  prejudg-‐
ing	  this	  case	  simply	  because	  of	  their	  experience	  with	  somebody	  in	  the	  
past.	  Why	  do	  I	  share	  this	  quick	  informa3on	  with	  you?	  I	  share	  with	  you	  
just	  to	  give	  you	  an	  insight	  and	  an	  understanding	  into	  what	  goes	  on	  
during	  jury	  selec3on	  here	  in	  a	  civil	  trial	  in	  New	  York.	  I	  realize	  you're	  
watching	  this	  video	  because	  you	  have	  ques3ons	  or	  concerns	  about	  
your	  own	  par3cular	  maHer.	  If	  your	  maHer	  did	  happen	  here	  in	  New	  
York	  and	  you're	  thinking	  about	  bringing	  a	  lawsuit	  but	  you	  have	  ques-‐
3ons,	  what	  I	  encourage	  you	  to	  do,	  in	  fact	  I	  invite	  you	  to	  do	  is	  to	  pick	  
up	  the	  phone	  and	  call	  me.	  I	  can	  answer	  your	  legal	  ques3ons,	  you	  
know	  this	  is	  something	  I	  do	  every	  single	  day	  and	  I'd	  love	  to	  chat	  with	  
you.	  

	   You	  can	  reach	  me	  at	  516-‐487-‐8207	  or	  by	  email	  at	  
Gerry@Oginski-‐Law.com.	  That's	  it	  for	  today's	  video,	  I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski,	  
have	  a	  wonderful	  day.
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