
News	  Reporter	  Calls.	  Is	  There	  Any	  
Benefit	  to	  Saying	  No	  Comment?

	   A	  TV	  news	  reporter	  calls	  asking	  for	  informa5on	  about	  your	  actual	  lawsuit.	  Is	  
there	  any	  benefit	  to	  telling	  the	  news	  reporter	  "no	  comment?"	  You	  want	  to	  
know	  the	  answer?	  Come	  join	  me	  for	  a	  moment	  as	  I	  share	  with	  you	  some	  
terrific	  informa5on?

	   Hi,	  I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski.	  I'm	  a	  New	  York	  Medical	  Malprac5ce	  and	  Personal	  In-‐
jury	  ALorney	  prac5cing	  law	  here	  in	  the	  state	  of	  New	  York.	  Now	  it's	  a	  medi-‐
cal	  malprac5ce	  case	  and	  now	  it's	  so	  egregious,	  something	  so	  bad	  happened	  
to	  your	  family	  member	  now	  we	  get	  a	  news	  reporter	  to	  call.	  She	  wants	  to	  
know	  what	  happened.	  She	  wants	  a	  comments,	  she	  wants	  the	  story,	  she	  
wants	  the	  exclusive.

	   Is	  there	  any	  benefit	  to	  us	  saying,	  "no	  comment?"	  I	  will	  tell	  you,	  in	  some	  in-‐
stances,	  the	  answer	  is	  yes.	  In	  other	  instances	  the	  answer	  is	  no,	  we	  will	  talk	  
to	  the	  news	  reporter.	  If	  they	  want	  informa5on	  they	  want	  to	  expose	  what	  
went	  on.	  They	  want	  to	  show	  the	  world,	  they	  want	  to	  tell	  the	  world	  about	  
this	  horrible	  ac5ons	  done	  by	  a	  doctor	  or	  maybe	  hospital	  staff.	  Maybe	  there	  
were	  such	  horrible	  viola5ons	  from	  the	  basic	  standards	  of	  medical	  care	  that	  
now	  they	  feel	  they	  have	  an	  obliga5on	  to	  tell	  the	  community,	  to	  tell	  the	  
world,	  about	  exactly	  what	  happened.

	   Do	  we,	  as	  the	  aLorney,	  have	  an	  obliga5on	  to	  talk	  to	  the	  news	  reporter?	  The	  
answer	  is	  no;	  there's	  no	  actual	  obliga5on.	  If	  the	  case	  goes	  to	  trial	  can	  the	  
news	  people	  and	  news	  reporters	  come	  in	  and	  sit	  in	  the	  courtroom	  and	  listen	  
to	  tes5mony?	  The	  answer	  is	  yes	  they	  can.	  The	  courtroom	  is	  open	  to	  the	  
public	  so	  anybody	  can	  come	  in	  and	  listen	  to	  the	  tes5mony	  that's	  going	  on	  
and	  if	  it's	  a	  news	  reporter	  they	  can	  certainly	  go	  back	  out	  and	  then	  report	  on	  
the	  story.

	   But	  is	  there	  any	  benefit	  to	  saying	  "no	  comment?"	  There	  might	  be.	  There	  
might	  be	  if	  we're	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  nego5a5ons	  and	  if	  certain	  informa5on	  
gets	  out	  or	  leaked	  out	  it	  might	  be	  embarrassing	  to	  the	  other	  side.	  In	  that	  
instance	  we	  might	  not	  want	  to	  publicize	  what's	  going	  on	  with	  the	  case	  and	  

	 	

67 Cutter Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11021

T 516-487-8207

Gerry@Oginski-Law.com

LAW OFFICE OF GERALD 
OGINSKI, LLC

mailto:Gerry@Oginski-Law.com
mailto:Gerry@Oginski-Law.com


what's	  going	  on	  behind	  the	  scenes	  during	  the	  course	  of	  nego5a5on.	  In	  other	  
instances	  we	  may	  turn	  it	  around	  and	  we	  may	  want	  to	  publicize	  exactly	  what	  
went	  on.	  That	  may	  put	  pressure	  on	  the	  defense,	  on	  the	  hospital,	  on	  the	  doc-‐
tor	  and	  his	  insurance	  company	  to	  try	  and	  seLle	  this	  case	  because	  they	  may	  
not	  want	  all	  the	  publicity	  associated	  with	  what	  went	  on.

	   It's	  a	  double-‐edged	  sword	  when	  I	  ask	  the	  ques5on	  "Is	  there	  any	  benefit	  to	  
saying	  no	  comment?"	  In	  some	  cases	  it	  is	  and	  in	  some	  cases	  it	  isn't.	  Why	  do	  I	  
share	  this	  great	  informa5on	  with	  you?	  I	  share	  it	  with	  you	  just	  to	  give	  you	  an	  
insight	  and	  an	  understanding	  into	  what	  goes	  in	  in	  these	  types	  of	  civil	  law-‐
suits	  involving	  accident	  cases	  and	  medical	  malprac5ce	  cases	  and	  even	  
wrongful	  death	  cases	  here	  in	  New	  York.	  I	  acknowledge	  and	  I	  recognize	  
you're	  watching	  this	  video	  because	  you	  likely	  have	  ques5ons	  or	  concerns	  
about	  your	  own	  par5cular	  maLer.	  I	  realize	  you're	  watching	  this	  video	  be-‐
cause	  you	  likely	  have	  ques5ons	  or	  concerns	  about	  your	  own	  par5cular	  mat-‐
ter.	  

	   If	  your	  maLer	  did	  happen	  here	  in	  New	  York	  and	  you're	  thinking	  about	  bring-‐
ing	  a	  lawsuit	  but	  you	  have	  ques5ons	  that	  need	  answers.	  What	  I	  invite	  you	  to	  
do	  is	  pick	  up	  the	  phone	  and	  call	  me.	  I	  can	  answer	  your	  legal	  ques5ons.	  This	  
is	  something	  I	  do	  every	  single	  day	  and	  I'd	  love	  to	  chat	  with	  you.	  You	  can	  
reach	  me	  at	  (516)	  487-‐8207	  or	  by	  e-‐mail	  at	  gerry@oginski-‐law.com.	  That's	  it	  
for	  today's	  video.	  I'm	  Gerry	  Oginski,	  have	  a	  wonderful	  day.
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